between h£bertists and dantonists
tonists made no secret of the fact that they had no
intention of being indulgent to the Hebertists. One of
them—whose name Robespierre kept charitably secret
when he related the incident at the Convention—came
running into the room where the Committee was meet-
ing and demanded three heads on the spot. Desmoulins
hardly demonstrated a Christian spirit when the Hebert-
ists were  executed, and with  boyish   cruelty even
wished to make a sort of carnival procession out of
their march to the scaffold. So the Hebertists were
perhaps frightened with reason, and came to the con-
clusion that Robespierre was far too easy, and not the
man to hold back counter-revolution. At the Cordelier
Club, where they were in complete control, they hung,
in sign of mourning, black crape over the poster
heralding the Rights of Man, and one heard sneering
remarks about a certain "revolutionary cripple" and
"revolutionary has-been". Their hero was Collot d'Her-
bois, who in Lyon had turned cannon on the prisoners
and had cavalry sabre and men with pick-axes finish
those who still breathed. They called him the "Giant".
There may still have been another reason for the
Hebertist outburst. Whatever fault may be found with
Robespierre's and Saint-Just's expropriation proposal,
it did not lack definiteness, and was about as radical
as anything the Hebertists had ever thought of (or had
been able to appropriate from Roux and his friends)
unless it be the "agrarian law"—too extreme to be
practical. The proposal cut the ground from under their
feet. They saw a vision of their followers deserting to
the Robespierrist camp. And, in truth, that was what
was happening. Tour la Montagne and others tell of
the enthusiasm aroused in Paris by the Ventose Laws.
What was there left for the Hebertists except to give
the populace something even more concrete and im-
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